Introduction
The concept of armed conflict and the practice of warfare are both gendered. Conflict takes place in a culture that assigns different roles and values to men and women, thereby impacting their lives differently. Furthermore, the gendered structures in a society get reinforced during wartime. (1) Political conflicts create significant risks for women, as new forms of violence emerge and existing patterns of violence often get amplified and intensified. The use of sexual violence as 2 a tactic of war, such as military sexual slavery and forced prostitution, (2) is well-documented, for example in the genocide in Rwanda, the civil wars in Sierra Leone, Liberia and DRC Congo, the war in Iraq, (3) Palestine (4) and in the context of the current Syrian conflict. (5, 6) Emerging narratives on violence in conflicts in the Arab region describe increasing risks and incidence of interpersonal violence among displaced populations in refugee camps located in the neighbouring countries. (7) This suggests that trans-border movements, while increasing risk of violence, create spaces, albeit limited, for women to bring forward gender issues of violence but also equality hitherto overlooked.
In the current Syrian conflict little is known about the patterns of violence and associated risks that women face, in their daily lives both within the country and across national borders.
Furthermore, there is limited assessment of the gendered nature of conflict and how preexisting gender relations shape risks and vulnerabilities. This paper examines the underexplored dimension of violence against women (VAW) in the context of the ongoing conflict in Syria; an unprecedented humanitarian crisis with significant political, economic and social implications on a global scale. The paper considers the gender relations in the country before the conflict and relates these to the emerging patterns and magnitude of risk of violence during the conflict. We adopt a political economy framework to analyse how gendered dimensions of the conflict interact with market and state structures to reinforce gender inequalities and expose women to particular forms of violence, a perspective that has been largely ignored in the mainstream literature on VAW.
The intensity and complexity of this conflict serves as the backdrop against which we examine VAW in Syria. We first briefly outline key characteristics of the Syrian conflict and trace key historical shifts in the governance and political economy of modern Syria, along with their implications for women's status and gender relations. We then describe emerging trends in violence against Syrian women and examine the environments, including the conflict zones, place of residence, and detention centres, where women face specific risks. We outline both dominant and counter narratives of violence in the Syrian conflict. This paper is developed through the authors' critical reflection on and analysis of two key data sources. First, a review of published and grey literature, mainly reports, human rights assessments by international and local NGOs, and media reports, analysed against key themes identified in the political economy framework. Second, and more significantly, the paper draws on the substantial field experience of the primary author, a Syrian researcher with longstanding 3 experience in humanitarian work in Syria and Iraq (including multiple field missions undertaken in Syria for different humanitarian organisations).
The Syrian conflict: key characteristics
Set off by the Arab revolutions, the Syrian uprising in 2011 escalated to a violent confrontation and by the summer of 2012 had become a proxy war between regional and international powers. has led to an estimated 3.11 million refugees and 6.36 million displaced within Syria, most of whom are still on the move, (9) and 13.5 million people are estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance. (10) One of the complexities of the Syrian conflict is the diversity of fighting actors. Broadly speaking, the main actors controlling geographical territories within the country are: the Syrian regime, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), and the Syrian Opposition armed groups. 1 The Opposition armed groups constitute a broad category that includes different militias and Islamic brigades, with diverse ideologies, political goals, and military structures, that often fight as part of transient military coalitions. The formation of such coalitions is dependent on many factors including agreement of the regional powers, and the scale of military operations conducted around big cities under the control of ISIS or the Syrian Army. These regional agreements, led by Turkey, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia, reveal another dimension of the complexity of this conflict, as these countries continue to be main sponsors of the fighting actors, and use substantial religious and sectarian discourses to justify political involvement.
This intersection between ideologies is resulting in an fanatic extremist discourse which impacts trends of violence in general, and against women in particular. In addition to the regional support to the Opposition armed groups, international support comes from the USA, France and the UK. Even in the territories under the control of the Syrian government there is high dependence on informal militias to control the population (12) . In addition, the Syrian government depends on regional parties like Hizbullah, and Iraqi and Iranian militias, and 
Violence against women in Syria
Reports on violations of women's human rights at the beginning of the uprising showed that government security and military forces systematically used VAW as a tool of political repression and to intimidate communities and political activists. (14) Since 2012, the point at which the uprising shifted towards militarisation, the Syrian population has witnessed the normalisation of an unprecedented level of violence, instituted by the various actors. This defining characteristic of the conflict has particularly severe implications for Syrian women.
Both the scale of violence and the multiplicity of actors grew as the conflict progressed, exposing Syrian women and girls to a wide spectrum of violence, including kidnapping, forced disappearance of women political activists and female members of families of male activists, executions, rape and other sexual violence, torture, enslavement, forced recruitment by militias, forced detention and denial of fair trials. Other less direct pathways that put women at risk of violence include forced displacement and migration, forced and early marriages in refugee communities in neighbouring countries, and denial of basic services including healthcare (6, (14) (15) (16) .
To understand more fully the gender implications of the conflict, it is vital to consider the political, social and economic context that predates the conflict and as it is shaped by it. While the conflict heightens women's vulnerabilities to violence and shapes their response and recovery, structural dimensions of gender inequality and patterns of disadvantage were established well before the conflict started in 2011. A full understanding of how conflict shapes women's lived realities and risks to violence must therefore be historically located in gender relations and the social, political and economic context in Syria. In order to illustrate how wider 5 political and economic structures shape and reinforce the distribution of risks and opportunities for women, both before and during the conflict, we adopt the feminist political economy framework developed by Jacqui True. (17, 18) In this approach, she argues, a feminist political economy method corrects the gap in contemporary gender-based violence and security studies that fail to examine how political, economic and social structures "both condition and heighten women's vulnerability to violence". (p44) Three elements of the framework (p45) lend to our analysis and are discussed in corresponding sections in the paper. These are:
i)
The macro-economic environment and neoliberal policies adopted by the state and their implications for gender relations; ii)
Gendered division of labour across public and private spheres and gender relations in the household, which we argue are inextricably linked to mediations by the state and the macro-environment; iii)
The gendered dimension of the conflict itself, where we demonstrate how struggles to control power and productive resources have valorised particular forms of masculine aggression. in higher life expectancy, decreases in infant and child mortality, and increased school enrolment among boys and girls. These developments were attributed to the stability brought about by the Ba'ath party that came to power after a series of military coups and counter coups.
(22) The accumulated benefits of development translated to better health and educational attainments and opportunities for Syrian women (23, 24) who were seen as essential for economic development and came to occupy spaces in the public sector that offered social 2 and economic security. (23) However, these improvements were substantially overshadowed by growing inequalities, across socioeconomic, regional and geographical strata and gender, 2 Women workers preferred public sector employment as it guaranteed maternity leave and child benefit.
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disproportionately affecting women and children in less developed provinces and rural areas. If you indeed mean housekeeper, you need to explain how 85% of women would be "working" as housekeepers.
Islamic and socialist, on women's status. This is especially important since the natural political allies of the ruling party were the traditional Islamic elites 3 , and consequently, powers were delegated to religious institutions, giving them a growing say in governing women's lives. (30, 31) Sharabi (32) makes reference to the confluence of religion and patriarchy in the concept of "neopatriarchy" in relation to Syria and other states in the region. Power in such contexts, he argues, is bound to religion and kinship structures, and appropriated by the State to reinforce its rule.
Annika Rabo (23) argues that a focus on gender is imperative for the analysis of (changing) relations between the state (and its apparatus) and civil society, since notions of "'good' men and women are important symbols in political struggles".
Women, state and citizenship in Syria: implications for gender relations
Women (and 'family') have had a central role in Syrian society, and were used symbolically, in the modernising discourse as well as to reinforce cultural traditions in the society. 
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of incidence and normalisation of VAW, (18) also serves the function of raising financial resources through ransoms demanded from regional powers. These initially included both men and women, but rapidly became exclusive to women, mostly wives and family members of fighters. (76) This is yet another aspect that perpetuates the symbolic notion of women as custodians of "honour" to generate financial revenues for the conflict.
Conclusion
The deteriorating humanitarian situation in Syria, especially in the North and North East, substantially affects and increases women's vulnerability to violence. This article has sought to highlight ways in which state, market and military structures are implicated in creating new forms of marginalisation and exclusion and in reinforcing gender inequalities. Three key issues appear from our analysis of the conflict experienced by the Syrian population. On the policy front, it is important to consider how the invisibility of violence and the culture of impunity rampant in private, impact women's participation in the current and future public spaces. The implications of this public-private dynamic must be factored into the political solution of the conflict, the negotiation process, and the transition period. An inclusive and participatory process, involving women and men outside the military and armed groups, is key to ensuring that policy making in the peace process is both fair and sustainable. Our review shows that the impact and experiences of violence are not limited to acts of sexual violence, but extend to wider forms linked to an economy of violence (like trafficking and ransoms).
These experiences are exaggerated among specific groups of women under particular regimes but are not exclusive to them. Both transitional and future economic and social policies should be universal in their protectionist approach in order to restore safety and amend inequalities.
While national stability and justice in Syria are important and desirable goals in the solution of the conflict, their prioritisation over the social and economic rights and security of citizens, especially women, have destabilising and damaging consequences for the Syrian state. The political economy of violence is based on the dynamics of incentives that fuel the conflict, ranging from new societal power, financial gains, enforced patriarchy, and the unaccountability of the informal market. These incentives perpetuate the cycle of violence and are fuelled by regional and international interests and power. Interrupting this cycle demands a comprehensive response, one aspect of which should be introducing an alternative and peoplecentred economy that can dismantle the incentives of violence and marginalisation.
un examen de la « littérature grise », des publications et de l'expérience des auteurs, cet article se penche sur cette dimension sous-explorée de la violence faite aux femmes dans les conflits politiques, en identifiant les environnements à risque et les réalités vécues de violence subie par les femmes dans le conflit syrien, un contexte qui est en lui-même mal compris. Nous préconisons une analyse à plusieurs niveaux de la violence faite aux femmes, en tenant compte de l'impact de l'économie politique de l'ensemble de la région qui remodèle les réalités vécues de la violence et la réaction des femmes, ainsi que leur accès aux ressources pour résister et récupérer.
Resumen
Los conflictos políticos crean riesgos significativos para las mujeres, a medida que surgen nuevas formas y vías de violencia, y los patrones existentes de violencia posiblemente se amplifiquen e intensifiquen. El uso sistemático de la violencia sexual como una táctica de guerra está bien documentado. Relatos emergentes del Oriente Medio también destacan creciente riesgo e incidencia de violencia entre poblaciones desplazadas en campos de refugiados, en los países fronterizos con Estados afectados por conflicto. Sin embargo, se sabe mucho menos acerca de la naturaleza cambiante de la violencia y riesgos asociados, y acerca de las experiencias vividas por las mujeres a lo largo de un continuum de violencia enfrentada en el país y a través de fronteras nacionales. La discusión sobre la violencia contra las mujeres (VCM) en ámbitos de conflicto a menudo es despojada de comprensión de la economía política cambiante del Estado y cómo ésta estructura las relaciones de género antes, durante y después de un conflicto, creando riesgos específicos de violencia y afectando las experiencias de las mujeres. Basado en una revisión de la literatura gris y publicada, y en las experiencias de los autores, este artículo examina esta dimensión subexplorada de la VCM en conflictos políticos, e identifica ambientes de riesgo y realidades vividas de violencia sufrida por mujeres en el conflicto sirio, un contexto que en sí no es bien comprendido. Argumentamos a favor del análisis en múltiples niveles de las experiencias de las mujeres con la violencia, tomando en cuenta el impacto de la economía política de la región en general como algo que define las realidades vividas de violencia y la respuesta de las mujeres, así como su acceso a recursos para resistancia y recuperación.
